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Chief of Staff issues statement related to former Nevada 

Department of Corrections head  

CARSON CITY, NV – Today, Yvanna Cancela, Chief of Staff to Nevada 

Governor Steve Sisolak issued the following statement in light of a planned 

press conference by Charles Daniels, the former director of the Nevada 

Department of Corrections. The statement is below. 

“Earlier this week, the Governor’s Office received a demand letter from an 

attorney representing former NDOC Director, Charles Daniels.   

In the letter, he demands more than $1,000,000 in taxpayer funds for what 

he felt was an unjust ending to his time as Director. Daniels made clear in his 

communication that he is motivated by the upcoming and nationally 

watched election. The letter states that, should the Office not meet his 

demand within two business days, his intention is to hold a press conference. 

In response, I directed counsel to ask for more time to review his letter. 

Daniels’ attorney agreed to two more days, after which, should there not be 

an acceptable offer, Daniels would go to the press.   

The Governor’s Office and the State will not have this matter politicized. 

Furthermore, the Office will not be intimidated or extorted for opportunistic 

financial gain.   

To date, Daniels has not filed a legal claim. Instead, Daniels seeks to distract 

from his performance.    
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Daniels’ termination was directly and solely related to serious performance 

issues which reached the breaking point when he allowed the escape of 

convicted murderer Porfirio Duarte-Herrera.    

Despite any attempts by Daniels to distract, shift blame, or rewrite the 

timeline of events, the truth is under Daniels’ leadership, the Governor’s 

Office received conflicting and sometimes incorrect information from 

different sources and was frustrated by the lack of clear communication 

regarding the escape of a convicted murderer from NDOC.  

What is indisputable now, is that NDOC did not discover the convicted 

murderer’s escape until days after it occurred. Upon learning this, it was clear 

to us in the Governor’s Office that there had been a major failure of basic 

security and protocols such as conducting inmate counts.   

As a result, a convicted murderer was in our community for six days before 

being recaptured. These events were — and remain — unacceptable.  

Nevertheless, in an apparent attempt at financial gain and to deflect from 

appropriate concerns raised regarding his response to allowing a convicted 

murderer escape, Daniels has formally alleged hostility from a member of my 

staff. The complaint was forwarded to the appropriate agency as required by 

law, and that agency engaged an independent third-party to conduct an 

investigation. The investigation and its findings are legally confidential. 

Should any further legal action be taken, we will vigorously defend against 

those claims.  

I can confidently say our team member acted with professionalism and 

managed a chaotic situation with the utmost composure and competence. I 

am proud to have them working in the office.  

Finally, Daniels might excuse his leadership decisions by talking about 

understaffing, underpayment, and under resourcing of NDOC.   

For decades, Nevada’s Corrections system has needed everything from 

infrastructure upgrades to more personnel. Governor Sisolak has invested 



millions of federal dollars into facility management. Additionally, the 

Governor has invested in a statewide broadband initiative which will connect 

our state correctional institutions to high-speed internet and allow prisons 

to incorporate tele-health, virtual visits, and programming into its population 

management work. The Governor has been outspoken about the need to 

ensure state employee salaries can compete with their municipal 

counterparts. His recommended budget will reflect that concern. This 

Administration didn’t create the bulk of the problems at NDOC, but it will 

make a serious effort at correcting them.   

Today, Southern Desert Correctional Center and NDOC have undergone key 

staffing and policy changes and is a safer facility for workers and inmates as 

a result.  

There are channels to address Mr. Daniels’ allegations. A political shakedown 

for more than a million tax-payer dollars is not it.”   

The Governor and his office will have no additional comment on this 

matter.  
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