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RECOGNITION  
 
 
Lt. Erik Lloyd Memorial Plaque 
 

Lieutenant Erik Lloyd joined LVMPD on September 11, 1990, and began his career as a 
patrol officer. He promoted to sergeant in 2003, where he worked in the Patrol Division 
before transferring to the Narcotics Section. He was promoted once again in 2014 to 
lieutenant, where he worked in the Internal Affairs Bureau, the Technical and Surveillance 
Section, the Southern Nevada Counter Terrorism Center, and the Major Violator Section. 
 
Lt. Lloyd’s last assignment was overseeing the Force Investigation Team in the Office of 
Internal Oversight and Constitutional Policing. He was also the president of the Injured 
Police Officers Fund (IPOF) for 16 years, helping Southern Nevada police officers and 
their families recover from the catastrophic effects of on-duty injuries and line-of-duty 
deaths.  
 
In 2020, the Las Vegas Valley was faced with the COVID-19 global pandemic. While 
Nevadans were under a state order to stay at home to prevent contracting the virus, first 
responders like Lt. Lloyd continued to work diligently throughout the pandemic. He 
responded to numerous investigations and assisted with various IPOF fundraising efforts 
to support officers who were sick or injured in the line of duty. In July of 2020, Lt. Lloyd 
contracted the COVID-19 virus. Following a valiant fight, Lt. Lloyd succumbed to 
complications caused by the virus on July 29, 2020. 

 
 
 
Officer Jason Swanger Memorial Plaque 
 

 
Police Officer Jason Swanger joined the LVMPD on February 12, 2014 and began his 
law enforcement career working patrol at Enterprise Area Command (EAC). Officer 
Swanger also worked in South Central Area Command (SCAC) before returning to EAC. 
He later became a Field Training Officer, where he helped other officers through their first 
year of patrol.  
 
Before joining the LVMPD, Officer Swanger served in the United States Navy for 11 years 
as a culinary specialist. He continued to serve his country by joining the Army Nevada 
National Guard. 
 
He was known as a devoted husband and father who went the extra mile for people in 
need and dedicated himself to policing to make a difference in other people’s lives. Officer 
Swanger died on June 24, 2021, of complications from COVID-19. He was 41 years old. 
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1. COVID-19 Commendations 
Risk Management Director Jeffrey Roch 
Manager Bernadine Welsh 
Officer Mary Lou Crocker  
Senior LEST Amber Nordin 
Sergeant Aaron Lee 
Detective Scott Ambrose  
Detective David Denton  
Detective Christopher Kratsas  
Officer Michael McCormick 
Detective Justen Peters  
Officer Marynhor Rolle 
Officer Jordan Roos 
Detective Chris Same 
Officer Jacylyn Shumaker 
Detective Larry Staley 
Corrections Sergeant Tierra Johnson 
Corrections Officer Tanya Vai 
Investigative Spec Bryce Parker 
Safety Coordinator Kristi Repp 
Analyst Keith Justus 
Analyst Monica Ponndee  
Senior LEST Darlene Heath 
LEST Terrylynn Hayes 
LEST Yeida Salazar 
LEST Heidi Steelmon 
LEST Michael Visitacion 
LEST Sara Yant 
 
 
The COVID-19 pandemic presented unprecedented challenges for our police 
department. While others worked from home, our workforce had to continue with business 
as usual in order to keep our citizens safe. The Health and Safety Section is the sole 
reason our employees have been able to work while knowing that their health and well-
being as well as that of their families, was the highest priority of the Department.  
 
Members of Health and Safety along with numerous employees from a cross section of 
the Department, came together and worked at an incredible operational pace in order to 
develop virus reporting protocols, secure funding and locations for testing, communicate 
timely information regarding the newest information about protection and safety measures 
and secure personal protective equipment for nearly 6,000 employees.  
 
This hardworking team developed contact tracing protocols that have proven to be critical 
in keeping our workforce healthy. When the worst happened and our employees became 
critically ill, the team communicated with local health providers to ensure they received 



BEST OF THE BADGE 2021 
ORDER OF AWARDS 

 

7/8/2021 12:31:14 PM 

the best care possible. The Health and Safety members being honored tonight are true 
heroes in LVMPD’s battle with COVID-19.   
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2. OFFICER SHAY MIKALONIS SHOT – Purple Heart & Medal of Valor 
Officer Shay Mikalonis 
 
 
On June 1, 2020, Officer Shay Mikalonis responded with fellow officers to control a crowd 
of protestors who turned violent along South Las Vegas Boulevard and Circus Circus 
Drive. While officers were attempting to apprehend the instigators inside the crowd, 
Officer Mikalonis stood in front of the arresting officers, protecting them. That is when a 
single gunshot rang out. Officer Mikalonis suffered a gunshot wound to the head. Officer 
Mikalonis is awarded the Medal of Valor for the extraordinary act of heroism and courage 
performed at great risk to himself far above and beyond the normal call of duty to save 
officers and others’ lives that night. He is awarded the Purple Heart for sustaining 
substantial bodily injury through the hostile actions of another during the actual 
performance of his duties to safeguard his fellow officers.  
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3. DOWNED OFFICER RESCUE – Medal of Honor 
Sergeant Erik Perkett  
Officer Joseph Anacta 
Officer Keaton Courtley  
Detective Aaron Denson 
Detective Blake Dixon 
Officer Joaquin Escobar 
Detective Joseph Fernandez 
Officer Logan Jex 
Detective Thomas Keller 
Officer Edward Lebario 
Officer Carl Loskill 
Officer Philip Mills 
Officer Kyle Quimiro 
Officer Morgan Shirts  
Jose Hernandez Rangel, AMR Paramedic  
Preston Duron, AMR Paramedic 
Hugo Silvo, AMR Paramedic  
Michael Gannon, Medic West Paramedic Supervisor 
Michael Schafer, Medic West Paramedic 
  
 
On June 1, 2020, officers were tasked with dispersing a dangerous crowd of protesters 
throwing bottles and rocks towards police officers along South Las Vegas Boulevard. As 
the crowd moved south, officers shifted to the intersection of South Las Vegas 
Boulevard and Circus Circus Drive to initiate arrests on individuals agitating the crowd. 
 
While conducting these arrests, a single gunshot rang out and Officer Shay Mikalonis 
was shot to the head. As officers were being ambushed from an unknown location, a 
team immediately began lifesaving medical care on the critically wounded officer. 
Furthermore, another team formed a protective barrier to safeguard everyone from 
additional gunfire. 
 
Due to these heroic efforts, medical attention and additional law enforcement resources 
were obtained that allowed Officer Mikalonis to survive a presumably mortal gunshot 
wound and aided in other officers locating and apprehending the armed suspect. 
 
The Medal of Honor is awarded for a distinctive act which extends above and beyond 
the normal call of duty at risk to personal safety or life in an effort to save human life. 
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COMMENDATIONS (AFTER THE BREAK) 
 
4. AIRPORT ATTACK – Purple Heart   

Officer Bradley Nickell 
 
Medal of Honor  
Sergeant Jason Hansen 
Officer Gerard Bello 
 
A suspect who breached a secure area at McCarran International Airport was able to get 
onto the tarmac in the early morning hours of October 21, 2019. Officer Bradley Nickell 
and Officer Gerard Bello located the suspect outside Terminal 1. As Officer Bello calmly 
spoke with the suspect and attempted to lead him back to the public area, the suspect 
screamed and charged at Officer Nickell, punching him in the face and knocking him 
unconscious. Officer Bello pursued the suspect, along with Sergeant Jason Hansen who 
just arrived on the scene. The suspect resisted several non-lethal attempts of 
apprehension and attempted to attack Sergeant Hansen. Ultimately, Sergeant Hansen 
engaged the suspect with a firearm, resulting in his apprehension. Their actions 
prevented a catastrophic incident at the airport. 
  
Officer Nickell was rushed to UMC for multiple facial fractures and a caved-in sinus cavity. 
For the next six months, his injuries required facial surgery to repair his sinus cavity. He 
has also suffered a traumatic brain injury, which led to blurred vision, memory loss, and 
speech issues. Officer Nickell is to be commended for placing himself in harm’s way while 
trying to stop this violent suspect. His case is a reminder of the daily dangers that officers 
face on the job. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



BEST OF THE BADGE 2021 
ORDER OF AWARDS 

 

7/8/2021 12:31:14 PM 

 
 

5. OFF-DUTY DANGER – Purple Heart & Medal of Honor 
Detective Austin Bone 
 
Even when Detective Austin Bone is off-duty, he is never really off the job. That fact was 
proven on August 21, 2019, when he noticed suspicious activity in his neighborhood that 
led to a dangerous confrontation. 
 
It was almost midnight when Detective Bone noticed a suspicious vehicle parked by the 
front gate of his housing development with numerous people gathered nearby. What he 
did not know was that he was witnessing a planned robbery and home invasion in 
progress. He quickly went outside to take pictures of the suspicious vehicle when four 
suspects ran toward him clearly intending to physically attack him. A struggle ensued and 
Detective Bone was struck by gunfire. When the detective returned fire, the suspects ran 
toward a waiting vehicle and fled the area.  
 
Officers responded and rendered aid to Detective Bone, who was transported to UMC 
Trauma, where he required surgery for a shattered femur due to being shot. 
 
When officers eventually caught up with the suspects, two had gunshot wounds from 
their encounter with Detective Bone. They were arrested and booked for numerous 
violent felony crimes.  
 
Had it not been for Detective Bone returning fire and injuring the suspects, it is likely they 
would not have been caught. Detective Bone performed an unprecedented act above and 
beyond the normal call of duty and risked his own safety to protect property and save 
human life. 
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6. CLINGING TO LIFE -- Medal of Honor 

Sgt. Charles Brotherson 
Officer Alexis Hodler 
Officer Chance McClish 
 
On December 3, 2019, Nyaira Humphrey lay bleeding on the ground of an apartment 
courtyard and began to give up on life. When LVMPD officers arrived, they found her 
barely conscious and suffering from 10 gunshot wounds. Her survival would depend on 
her will and the officers’ quick actions.  
 
Officer Chance McClish quickly worked to secure the area as witnesses reported the 
suspect was still somewhere within the apartment complex armed with a firearm.  Officer 
McClish acted as protection for Officers Alexis Hodler and Charles Brotherson as they 
took out their trauma kit and went to work to save Ms. Humphrey. Officer Brotherson 
applied a tourniquet to her left leg and a pressure bandage to her right leg. Officer Hodler 
realized the severity of her chest wounds and began to seal off those wounds. While 
treating her, Officer Holder asked Ms. Humphrey questions to gather information on the 
suspect.  
 
As Ms. Humphry drifted in and out of consciousness, Officer Hodler implored her to stay 
with them, telling her she was not going to die. Doctors later stated that wounds from the 
assailant's bullets included two gunshot wounds to the chest near her heart.  
 
Ms. Humphrey survived the attack and one of her first acts was to reach out to Officers 
Brotherson and Hodler to thank them. In recounting the event, she later said that before 
officers arrived, she had resigned herself to dying. She said that had it not been for the 
officer’s calming voice and steadfast belief that she would survive, she would have given 
up hope. 
 
Officers McClish, Hodler, and Brotherson displayed extraordinary acts of bravery by 
running into a potentially life-threatening situation and putting the victim’s well-being 
above their own. 
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7. DEEP BREATH -- Medal of Honor 

Officer Jeffrey Burr 
 
Officer Jeffrey Burr responded to a large and very busy retail store on July 18, 2017, near 
the 6700 block of North Durango to deal with a suspect acting erratically.  
 
When Officer Burr pulled into the parking lot, he spotted the suspect next to a stolen 
vehicle and began to issue commands when the suspect suddenly fled on foot and started 
running toward the store’s entrance.  
 
While fleeing, the suspect drew a firearm from his waistband, turned and aimed it at the 
officer. Officer Burr fired several rounds striking the suspect and stopping him from 
endangering nearby citizens. Once the suspect was down and safely in custody, the 
officer switched to lifesaving measures.  
 
The suspect had one gunshot wound that was severely hemorrhaging blood and if not 
immediately addressed could prove fatal. Sensing the urgency, Officer Burr applied a 
tourniquet to the suspect's upper left arm and slowed the blood loss. Treating physicians 
later credited Officer Burr with saving the suspect’s life. 
 
Officer Burr is to be commended for his actions, which most likely saved the lives of 
nearby citizens and ended up saving the life of the suspect.  
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8. THE K-9s OF METRO -- Purple Heart 

 
K-9 Hunter 
On October 26, 2019, the LVMPD SWAT team responded to a local store. A man armed 
with a knife was on the roof, refusing to surrender to patrol. Crisis negotiators and SWAT 
convinced the man to climb down the ladder, but he refused to surrender. He confronted 
SWAT with the knife still in his hand. A less-lethal round was fired, and K-9 Hunter was 
released to apprehend the suspect. Hunter bit the man on his left arm. However, the man 
began stabbing Hunter multiple times. The knife eventually broke during the violent attack 
and Hunter took the suspect down to the ground. Hunter was taken to an emergency 
veterinarian, where doctors worked for hours to mend his wounds and monitor his 
recovery. 
 
K-9 Kimura 
On April 13, 2020, K-9 Kimura was on scene as officers searched an apartment building 
for a man with a large knife. The suspect came out of his apartment holding the knife and 
yelling for the officers to kill him. K-9 Kimura was deployed and bit and held the suspect’s 
chest. The suspect started stabbing Kimura but the K9 refused to release his bite. The 
suspect was tased and apprehended. Kimura was rushed to an animal hospital where 
veterinarians discovered a large wound in his neck. The suspect’s knife had completely 
transected, or cut in half, Kimura's neck muscles. Kimura went home the next day and 
eventually recovered from his wounds and was back on the job within weeks.  
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9. PRESERVATION OF LIFE  

 
K-9 KIMURA HEROICS 
K-9 Kimura 
Sergeant Andrew Velasquez 
Officer Nicklaus Bachman  
Officer Gabriella Hatfield-Cook 
Officer Ruben Kelly 
Officer Carlee Muccioli 
 
A car stop turned into a life-threatening situation for patrol officers on April 13, 2020. When 
a suspect was stopped by officers, he stepped out of his car holding a "Rambo-Style" 
knife and then got back in and drove away. 
 
Patrol units followed the suspect to an apartment complex in the 3800 block of Cambridge 
Street but lost sight of him. Supervisors arrived and assembled resources, including K-9, 
to deal with the potentially dangerous situation.  
 
An action team assembled outside of the suspect’s 7th-floor apartment. When officers 
knocked on the door, the suspect immediately came out holding the same large hunting 
knife he had before. He advanced toward officers yelling for them to kill him. The team 
retreated and refrained from using deadly force.  
 
K-9 Officer Nick Bachman deployed his partner Kimura, who bit and held the suspect’s 
chest. The suspect suddenly began stabbing K-9 Kimura, who never let go of the bite. 
Initially, Officer Bachman did not realize Kimura was being stabbed and thought the 
suspect was only punching him. Once he realized his partner was being stabbed, he 
directed patrol officers to "tase" the suspect. An officer in the immediate action team 
successfully deployed an electronic control device and the suspect was taken into 
custody without further incident. 
 
Officer Bachman rushed Kimura to the animal hospital where veterinarians discovered a 
gaping wound in his neck.  
 
Instead of resorting to lethal force when faced with a life-threatening situation, officers 
used other methods of subduing the suspect. Had it not been for sound tactical planning 
by the team and the decisive action of Officer Bachman to deploy Kimura under chaotic 
circumstances, there is no doubt officers would have been forced to use deadly force on 
the suspect.   
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 TEAM TACTICS - Preservation of Life   
 
K-9 Yogi 
Officer Michael Marano 
Officer Tyler Polyak 
Officer Anthony Guerrero Clark County Park Police 
 
A Sunday afternoon at Charlie Frias Park on June 23, 2019, suddenly turned into a tense 
situation that threatened nearby park visitors.  
 
A caller reported to dispatch that a mentally ill 26-year-old man was armed with a knife, 
high on methamphetamine and threatening to kill his mother. Clark County Park Police 
Officer Anthony Guerrero located the suspect sitting alone on a bench. The suspect stood 
up and raised a knife over his head and began walking toward Officer Guerrero who 
transitioned to his firearm as he backed away, creating distance.  
 
The suspect fled on foot into the desert area with the knife in hand just as LVMPD’s Air 
Unit arrived. The suspect looked at the helicopter and waved the knife at them. When he 
attempted to jump the wall into the residential complex, police feared he was looking for 
a victim, placing civilian lives in danger.  
 
Arriving in a marked patrol vehicle, Officer Tyler Polyak approached the suspect who 
turned around and swung the knife at him. The officer backed off and the suspect 
continued down an alley. K-9 Officer Michael Marano arrived with his partner Yogi. After 
issuing four announcements to drop the knife, Officer Marano released the dog. K-9 Yogi 
put the bite on the suspect’s right arm that still held the knife. The suspect pried the dog’s 
mouth away, but Yogi quickly re-engaged by biting the suspect’s left leg. With the dog still 
on the bite, Officer Guerrero deployed his Taser and struck the suspect who fell to the 
ground and dropped the knife.  
 
The suspect was transported to UMC Trauma to treat his bite wounds and later booked 
for two counts of assault on a protected person with a deadly weapon and two counts of 
resisting a public officer with a deadly weapon. 
 
In most cases, this event would have ended with deadly force, but the officers utilized 
their de-escalation training and tools to preserve this distraught man's life. 
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LOW-LETHAL SHOTGUN - Preservation of Life   
Detective Trent Byrd  
Officer Raymond Richardson 
 
On March 7, 2019, a female passenger was sitting quietly in the rear of a bus when, 
unprovoked, she stood up, lunged forward, and began stabbing a woman seated in front 
of her. The attack continued as the suspect stabbed another woman next to her. While 
still armed with a large black folding knife, the suspect shouted at passengers and ran off 
the bus. 
  
Detective Trent Byrd arrived at the intersection of Karen and Joe W. Brown and spotted 
the suspect armed with a knife. As Detective Byrd exited his unmarked police vehicle, he 
identified himself as a police officer and ordered the suspect to drop the knife while 
holding her at gunpoint. The suspect continued to advance toward him while holding the 
knife.  Detective Byrd continued to give verbal commands and used his unmarked police 
vehicle as cover to create distance. The suspect kept the knife in her hand and ultimately 
began stabbing herself as she continued to walk toward the detective. 
  
Detective Byrd worked with arriving Officer Raymond Richardson, asking him to cover 
him with a low-lethal shotgun. When the suspect still did not comply with an order to drop 
the knife, Officer Richardson shot her in the abdomen with one round of the low-lethal 
shotgun. She dropped the knife and fell to the ground, where Detective Byrd and Officer 
Richardson were then able to safely place her into custody and summon medical 
assistance. 
  
Fortunately, the two victims who were stabbed on the bus did not sustain life-threatening 
injuries. Detective Byrd and Officer Richardson used sound tactics and made a 
methodical approach while maintaining lethal coverage to take the suspect into custody 
safely. Their actions and response to this brutal attack were an exceptional example of 
LVMPD’s commitment to the sanctity of life.  
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PRE-PLANNING - Preservation of Life   
Officer Francisco Rivera 
Officer Steven Salgado 
 
On August 11, 2019, a female called 911 and made statements to the dispatcher that she 
was suicidal and possibly armed with a knife. 
 
Officer Francisco Rivera and his partner Officer Steven Salgado were dispatched to the 
call. While en route, the officers preplanned and assigned roles and responsibilities  
 
Officers contacted the female who quickly charged at them while armed with a large 
kitchen knife. She had the knife in her right hand raised above her head ready to stab the 
officers. The officers were close enough to the female that they were in imminent 
jeopardy, however due to the pre-planning by the officers, Officer Rivera immediately 
deployed his Taser and both officers were able to take the female into custody without 
injuries. 
 
This use of force incident is currently being used by in-service training department wide 
as an example of how to respond to critical incidents and use pre-planning to safely 
deescalate the need for potential deadly force encounters. Both officers employed 
exceptional tactics and less lethal options while exercising sound judgment to preserve 
the life of another during this volatile and dangerous encounter. 
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FEARLESS FIGHT - Preservation of Life   
Detective Juan Contreras 
Citizen Charles Barringer 
 
On October 4, 2020, Officer Juan Contreras quickly responded to a 911 call from a woman 
who stated her husband was on the ground outside their home, struggling with a man 
armed with a gun.  
 
During a quiet Sunday morning at home, Charles Barringer responded to a knock on his 
front door which quickly turned into a fight for his life. He realized the man at his front door 
was a violent criminal and intended harm to him and his family. Charles unarmed and, in 
his bathrobe, courageously and valiantly fought the armed male, never allowing access 
to the inside of his home or his family. The suspect beat Charles repeatedly over the head 
with his firearm, but Charles never gave up. 
 
Officer Contreras arrived on the scene and fearlessly ran towards the two men who were 
on the ground fighting over a firearm that was in the hands of the violent criminal. Within 
mere moments of deadly force being implemented by the officer, Charles's refusal to give 
up fighting weakened the suspect. Officer Contreras seized the moment and was able to 
kick the firearm out of the criminal's hand and take the suspect into custody.  
 
Officer Contreras found a way to deescalate the situation by using his training and tactics, 
along with a bit of good timing, and was able to preserve life in the process. 
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10. KNIFE ATTACK– Medal of Honor 
Sergeant Douglas King 
 
On September 6, 2020, Sergeant Douglas King responded to a violent family disturbance 
call. The call was of a troubled male subject who was actively stabbing himself and 
subsequently began stabbing his wife. 
 
Officers arrived and could hear screaming but could not make entry due to a locked metal 
security door. Sergeant King approached the front while hearing the female screaming 
for help. On approach he could see a male subject actively stabbing the female. Due to 
the confined space, Sergeant King quickly closed the distance to ensure the best possible 
accuracy, as he fired one round through the security door to stop the suspect's life-
threatening actions. Immediately after firing, Sergeant King directed the victim to safety 
while he moved in between her and the suspect to further protect her and rendered aid 
to the male. 
 
Sergeant King's valorous actions went far and above the normal call of duty as he 
performed an extraordinary act of heroism while placing himself at great risk in an overt 
effort to save a human life. 
 
Sergeant Douglas King passed away on August 23, 2021, due to complications from 
COVID-19. Sergeant King was a second-generation LVMPD officer and served the Las 
Vegas community for 17 years. At the time of his passing, he was assigned to the 
Summerlin Area Command. 
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11. HAMMER ATTACK – Medal of Honor 
Officer Malik Grego-Smith  
Officer Adrian Hunt  
Officer Dustin Xaypanya  
 
On December 8, 2020, officers were dispatched to a burglary in progress at a home within 
the Summerlin Area Command. The husband and wife inside the house were confronted 
and taken hostage by a man with a hammer.  
 
Once they arrived, officers observed the suspect in the house through the glass front door 
and were quickly able to enter the home. The suspect, armed with a hammer, started to 
run towards officers, but then suddenly changed direction and charged at one of the 
residents while raising the hammer to strike him.  
 
Officers discharged their weapons, stopping the deadly threat. The investigation later 
revealed the suspect had demanded money and jewelry and was in the process of 
kidnapping the female homeowner when officers arrived. 
 
Officers made the extremely heroic decision to enter the home during the incident at 
significant risk to themselves. Their decisive thinking and immediate actions undoubtedly 
saved the lives of two citizens.   
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12. KIDNAPPED MOM -- Medal of Honor & Medal of Valor 
Sergeant Richard Bilyeu, Medal of Honor 
Officer Todd Simmons, Medal of Valor 
 
On January 15, 2020, a suspect entered his mother's apartment on South Town Center 
Drive and confronted her. He searched the apartment for money and placed the barrel of 
a handgun against her chin and forehead demanding she drive him to the Navy Federal 
Credit Union on Spring Mountain Road to withdraw cash. 
 
As the two entered the bank, the suspect kept his handgun hidden under his shirt as his 
mother withdrew $2,000. Fearing her son would kill her once she left the bank, she 
attempted to hide inside a bank office, shutting the glass door behind her. The suspect 
fired three rounds at his mother through the glass office door, striking her in the right 
forearm, left thigh, and lower left abdomen.  
 
Two witnesses who had just walked out of the bank saw the suspect come out holding 
his handgun and quickly called 911. The two followed him in their car for several minutes 
as he walked away. They relayed the suspect’s location and description to the dispatcher, 
leading police to the suspect’s location.  
 
Officer Todd Simmons was the first to arrive and immediately spotted the suspect on the 
north side of several office buildings. As the officer drove closer to him, the suspect raised 
his handgun and pointed it at the officer. Seeing the deadly threat, Officer Simmons fired 
three rounds through the windshield of his patrol vehicle. The suspect fired two rounds 
back at Officer Simmons. The officer returned fire, but the suspect ran until he was 
surrounded by arriving officers in a nearby parking lot.  
 
Sergeant Bilyeu neared the armed suspect with his gun drawn, created a dialogue, and 
continued to negotiate with him until LVMPD SWAT could take over. After more than 30 
minutes, SWAT and the Crisis Negotiation Team got the suspect to surrender. He was 
booked on Attempt Murder, Kidnapping, Robbery, and a variety of other charges. 
Fortunately, his mother survived her gruesome wounds. Both officers are commended for 
their bravery in facing a suspect dangerous enough to shoot his mother.  
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13. CARJACKERS RESCUED – Unit Medal of Valor 
Officer Tremayne Jackson 
Officer Austin Burgueno  
Officer Edwin Centeno  
Officer Travis Puana 
 
On July 27, 2020, Officers Tremayne Jackson, Austin Burgueno, Edwin Centeno and 
Travis Puana were involved in a vehicle pursuit. The suspects driving the stolen vehicle 
were violent, armed offenders who had committed a serious of robberies. During the 
pursuit, the suspects crashed into a semi-truck at 90 MPH. The front of the vehicle then 
caught on fire with both suspects still inside.  
 
Even knowing the suspects inside the burning vehicle were armed and dangerous, all 
four officers ran in and extricated the suspects. The officers had no information of the 
suspects' condition when they ran to the burning vehicle but they knew those inside were 
in need of lifesaving assistance.  
 
During a post review of this incident, it became apparent the suspects were trapped and 
unable to escape on their own. The officers’ quick and selfless actions put them into 
harm’s way while preserving the life of the two suspects. 
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14. SUSPECT WITH SHOTGUN — Unit Medal of Valor 

Officer Alex Kempf  
Officer Johnathan Tomaino  
Detective Blake Dixon  
Officer Benjamin Vazquez 
 
On April 21, 2020, Bolden Area Command's FLEX team covertly followed a vehicle 
refusing to stop for police. The team consisted of Officers Alex Kempf, Johnathan. 
Tomaino, Blake Dixon and Benjamin Vazquez. During their surveillance, two passengers 
were let out of the vehicle who told officers the driver was armed with a shotgun. 
 
Eventually, the male suspect tried to take a civilian's vehicle in a desperate attempt to 
evade police. During this attempt, the shotgun was pointed at the civilian and ultimately 
at Officers Kempf and Tomaino. Officers Kempf and Tomaino heroically engaged the 
suspect with gunfire and stopped the threat while Officers Dixon and Vazquez moved up 
and took the suspect safely into custody while the shotgun lay beneath his still moving 
body.  The efforts of the team prevented the carjacking and potentially saved the lives of 
several citizens in the area.  
 
Officers faced an extraordinary situation that involved a dangerous subject. Their actions 
ensured the safety of the community, and their selfless actions protected the citizens of 
Las Vegas. 
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15. ONE SHOT -- Medal of Valor 
Officer Preston Ellis  
Officer Joaquin Escobar  
Officer Gabriel Lea  
Officer Devin McHale  
 
A brazen robbery at the Bellagio Hotel and Casino ended in a shootout with police officers 
who caught the suspect off-guard as he made his getaway attempt. 
 
A man armed with a .380 Smith and Wesson handgun entered the casino on March 15, 
2019 and robbed the poker room cashier cage.  
 
Officers were already on-scene at the hotel actively looking for another suspect when 
radio traffic was broadcast detailing the casino cage robbery. Convention Center Area 
Command Bike Officers Joaquin Escobar, Preston Ellis, Devin McHale, and Gabriel Lea 
were at the north valet area of the Bellagio Hotel when they spotted the suspect exiting 
the casino. They witnessed the suspect unsuccessfully attempting to steal an unoccupied 
white Mercedes Benz. He then attempted to carjack a woman in a black BMW at 
gunpoint.  
 
Before the suspect could harm or kill the woman in the BMW, Officers Ellis, McHale, and 
Lea ran toward the front of the vehicle, ordering the suspect to stop. The suspect 
immediately turned and fired his weapon at officers, striking Officer Ellis in the chest, and 
then ran toward other vehicles. Officer Escobar fired one round from his handgun striking 
the suspect in the head. Medical assistance was requested, and the suspect was 
transported to the hospital, where he later succumbed to his injuries. 
 
Officer Ellis survived his gunshot because he was wearing his ballistic vest and thankfully, 
did not suffer any major injuries. The officers are being recognized for their extraordinary 
acts of heroism to save the lives of innocent citizens on the Las Vegas Strip.  
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16. ALPINE MOTEL FIRE -- Medal of Valor 
Officer Ryan Levy  
 
Flames and smoke erupted from the Alpine Motel on December 20, 2019, trapping 
residents on several floors of the complex. Officer Ryan Levy Connell was one of the first 
to arrive to the panicked residents.  
 
Officer Levy Connell began to climb his way up to an electrical box that allowed him to 
reach into the nearest window. He stepped off the edge and put his foot on a bundle of 
wires running down the side of the building. He broke out a window and began pulling 
people out of the burning motel as smoke poured out. As the terrified people were exiting, 
they were climbing down Officer Levy Connell’s body from the window to the ground as if 
he were a ladder. 
 
With one more person still trapped inside, Levy Connell felt the bundle of wires giving way 
from beneath his feet. He stayed put, however and continued to coax an elderly man, 
who was afraid of heights, to come to the window. The man stated he would rather die in 
the fire than fall out of the window. The officer gained his trust and as the man neared the 
window, he grabbed him, pulled him through, and got him to safety.  
 
This fire was the deadliest residential fire in the history of the city of Las Vegas -- claiming 
six lives. Officer Levy saved three lives that day. His actions were extraordinary in the 
face of danger and he performed heroic acts with no regard for his own safety. 
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17. LAS VEGAS BOULEVARD GUNMAN -- Medal of Valor 

Officer Bryan Davila 
 
On January 26, 2018, Officer Bryan Davila responded to reports of a man waving a gun 
outside of the local Denny's restaurant on South Las Vegas Boulevard. The intoxicated 
man went into the restaurant and walked toward the restrooms before exiting.  
 
Officer Davila found the suspect standing near the door of the restaurant and gave him 
verbal commands. The suspect ignored the commands, produced a handgun from his 
waistband, and ran across the busy intersection. As Officer Davila chased the suspect 
through traffic, the suspect pointed the firearm in his direction and toward citizens. 
 
Officer Davila placed himself between the suspect and citizens and then discharged four 
rounds from his handgun, striking the suspect and immediately stopping the threat. With 
the assistance of arriving officers, the suspect was placed into custody and multiple 
tourniquets were applied, stopping the bleeding.   
 
Officer Davila's actions rise above and beyond the normal call of duty at a risk to his safety 
and are held in the highest regard by this agency. 
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18. DRESSED TO KILL -- Medal of Valor  

Sergeant Ronald Hornyak 
Officer Korden Johnson 
 
A 93-year-old man, wearing a crisp suit and stylish hat, was literally dressed to kill when 
he calmly entered the main office of his apartment complex on January 2, 2020, and shot 
the manager twice.  
 
The encounter unfolded when the elderly suspect went to the office to confront his 
manager about ongoing maintenance issues. As he spoke, he pulled out a Glock semi-
automatic handgun and held the manager and another employee at gunpoint. While this 
occurred, an employee pressed the silent alarm and called 911.  
 
Field Training Officer Ronald Hornyak and his new officer in training, Officer Korden 
Johnson, were en route when the suspect discharged his firearm into a pony wall in the 
office, which was heard by the LVMPD call-taker. As both officers exited their patrol car 
upon arrival, they heard a second gunshot. Without hesitating, Officer Hornyak told Officer 
Korden, they needed to stop the gunman. As they ran toward the sound of gunfire, the 
officers observed the 93-year-old suspect standing over the officer manager with a gun 
pointed down at him. With Officer Johnson as his backup, Officer Hornyak knew there 
was no time to enter the office, so he fired his weapon through the glass door while 
standing outside. The round passed through the jacket lapel of the suspect prompting him 
to surrender to officers. Without hesitation, Officer Johnson began to search the room for 
additional suspects and make it safe for arriving officers to enter and render aide to the 
victim who had been shot twice, once in each leg.  
 
Officer Hornyak showed great restraint in ceasing fire once the suspect no longer posed 
a threat to the citizen. His trainee, who was new to the job, followed his training and 
provided much needed back up. Both officers risked their own lives by taking immediate 
action to save others.  
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19. OFFICER SAVES FAMILY – Medal of Valor 
Officer Andrea Mitre 
 
Two elderly parents found themselves at the mercy of their mentally ill son who threatened 
to shoot them on February 16, 2020. 
 
Officer Andrea Mitre responded to a home and positioned herself outside the house to 
assess the situation. The victims’ son was acting violent and was armed with both a 
handgun and a shotgun. Officer Mitre was able to safely remove the father from the house 
and get him away from immediate danger, but the mother was still inside.  
 
Knowing the mother remained in danger, Officer Mitre stood in the front doorway of the 
home and called out for the suspect to exit. Having no cover to protect herself, she stood 
her ground as the suspect exited the residence armed with a shotgun and handgun. 
Ignoring commands to drop the weapons, the suspect pointed both the shotgun and 
handgun at Officer Mitre, forcing her to fire at him, striking him multiple times to stop the 
threat. 
 
Additional resources arrived and the suspect’s frightened mother was able to exit the 
residence to safety.  An action team was formed with K-9 and the suspect was taken into 
custody and life-saving medical attention was provided. 
 
Officer Mitre demonstrated an extraordinary act of heroism by courageously protecting 
innocent civilians as well as her own life in the face of great peril.   
 
 
 


