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November 2, 2020 
 
Clark County Board of School Trustees 
5100 West Sahara Ave. 
Las Vegas, NV 89146  
 
 
Dear Trustees: 
 
As mayor of a city with tens of thousands of families with students enrolled in the Clark County School 
District (CCSD), I hear regularly from Henderson parents who are concerned that the extended closure 
of public schools due to the COVID-19 pandemic is negatively affecting the emotional health and well-
being of not only their own children, but students all across Southern Nevada. 
 
School districts both inside and outside our state have safely reopened their campuses using protocols 
that are designed to protect the health of students, teachers and support staff and CCSD should look to 
these models as a source of information that can be used to create a plan allowing for the limited 
resumption of in-person classes by the second semester of the 2020-2021 school year. 
 
We recognize that safeguarding students, faculty and support staff against the spread of COVID-19 
requires limitations on the number of pupils in classrooms, the use of mandatory face-coverings, 
consistent attention to proper hygiene and other changes in how schools operate.  But the effort and 
resources needed to institute these critical changes should not serve as an impediment to moving 
forward with a plan that will bring children back to school by January of next year. 
 
As Trustees, you have received information that clearly demonstrates many CCSD students are 
experiencing extreme difficulties when it comes to the online learning environment and are at risk of 
falling behind in their levels of academic achievement. This alone should be sufficient reason to move 
away from the current “virtual-only” education model being employed.  But you have also seen the 
tragic statistics showing that suicide rates have increased among the school-aged population.  Couple 
that with the stories being shared by parents of students feeling socially isolated, experiencing a lack of  
connection to their peer group, expressing fear of the future and exhibiting anxiety and it is clear that we 
are risking even greater harm to the emotional health and well-being of our students by refusing to allow 
them the opportunity to return to some form of in-person schooling. 
 
Failure to address the root cause of these issues for many children -- school closures -- will also 
undermine the ability for many of these same students to succeed in the online learning environment.  
Experts tell us that anxiety and mood disruption impact the ability for children to self-regulate and focus 
on tasks that they are asked to complete for school, which in turn, diminishes their ability to learn.  This 
increased anxiety may help explain why teachers and parents report seeing more “acting out” as kids 
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grow increasingly frustrated by their inability to control their environment and deal with changes and 
pressures associated with keeping up with distance learning.  The result of this cycle is more students 
exhibiting disruptive behavior while falling further behind academically. 
 
On behalf of concerned parents in Henderson and throughout Clark County, I implore you to move 
forward with a plan to safely reopen CCSD schools using as a model other school districts and academic 
institutions that have safely reopened locally, regionally and in states across the nation.   
 
A continued failure to act will not only punish many students academically but threatens to provoke 
behaviors that can lead to depression, aggression and in worst case scenarios, further loss of life through 
increased suicides by our most precious resource – Nevada’s children.           
 
 
Sincerely, 
 

  
Debra March 
Mayor

 


