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INTRODUCTION
At Bishop Gorman High School, providing a Catholic college preparatory education in a safe 
environment is our top priority. In order to meet the needs of all our families we have 
developed two options for the safe reopening of school this fall. 

Whichever option you choose is a semester long commitment and tuition is the same. Please 
take some time to review the Reopening Plan and decide which option best suits the needs 
of your family. Once your decision is made, complete the Reopening Plan Acknowledgment 
and Selection Form and submit no later than August 6th. 

In order to meet all safety requirements for in-person education, classroom layouts have been 
modified, additional spaces will be utilized, and sanitation measures have been put in place.  
Precautions are being taken to ensure the safety of our students and faculty/staff.  
In addition to the physical modifications being made, our faculty and staff will also receive 
the necessary support and training needed to successfully meet the expectations of both 
educational options.  Teachers will report to campus two weeks before the start of school for 
coordination, instruction, and development of procedures.  We are confident that with these 
modifications we will be able to provide our students with the quality educational experience 
they have come to expect at Bishop Gorman, whether that is in person or online.  We will 
continue to monitor all directives from the State as well as the CDC and make adjustments as 
necessary.  

The heart and soul of Bishop Gorman High School is our community.  We are grateful to our 
community for their support and patience during these trying times.  We hope this plan 
provides you some peace of mind for the time being as you move forward with your 
student’s educational journey.  We know it is crucial for our students and faculty/staff to feel 
connected to a supportive community to help maintain their well-being. Our faculty/staff will 
be monitoring and observing all students for emotional distress or academic struggles.  We 
encourage family members and parents to keep a watchful eye on their student(s) during 
these difficult times and also watch for any significant changes in behavior.  We are  
committed to not only offering the best academic environment possible, but to a healthy 
and safe emotional environment for our students and faculty/staff.  
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• Option 1 is full time return to campus five days a week with social distancing and safety 
protocols in place.  

• Option 2 is full time distance learning with portions of classes being live streamed for  
students to participate from home.



SAFETY 
CONSIDERATIONS

Safeguarding the health and safety of our students, families, and faculty/staff is of the 
utmost importance. Please understand there is no method that can guarantee COVID-19 
cannot be spread among members of the Bishop Gorman community. All actions directed 
toward safety are to mitigate and not eliminate risk. By choosing the on campus schooling 
option, parents are acknowledging the associated risks involved. 

Bishop Gorman has been reviewing and determining ways in which the recommendations 
of the Centers for Disease Control (CDC), the Southern Nevada Health District (SNHD), the 
American Association of Pediatrics (AAP), the Nevada Interscholastic Activities 
Association (NIAA) and the Diocese of Las Vegas (DoLV) can be implemented in order to 
have students return to campus in August. While there have been a number of  
recommendations from these different organizations, there is a consensus among all of 
them outlining requirements to safely reopen schools. 

We will continue to monitor trends as well as directives from local, state and federal health 
organizations to continually evaluate safety protocols for our students and faculty/staff.
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HEALTH AND 
S A F E T Y
MEASURES

Our Reopening Committee, comprised of senior administration, the Director of  
Nursing and Director of Buildings and Safety, has been working to meet all guidelines 
and protocols, as well as securing the proper equipment and materials necessary for 
the safety and well being of our community.  We have sought the advice of local 
medical professionals and researched guidelines provided by the CDC and others in 
developing safety protocols.

Students and faculty/staff who are sick or symptomatic with COVID-19 symptoms or other  
illnesses must remain home and cannot come to school. Any student or faculty/staff  
member who has a temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit or higher should not report to 
school. Please do not send students to school if they exhibit ANY of the following symptoms;  

• Fever or chills
• Cough
• Shortness of breath or difficulty breathing
• Fatigue
• Muscle or body aches
• Headache
• New loss of taste or smell
• Sore throat
• Congestion or runny nose
• Nausea or vomiting
• Diarrhea 

Note that school policies on attendance will be modified to accommodate absences due to 
illness, COVID-19 diagnosis, and COVID-19 quarantine. 

COVID-19 TESTING
Prior to the commencement of the school year, all faculty/staff will be required to submit to 
COVID-19 testing and periodically throughout the year as needed. Any faculty/staff  
member who tests positive must follow CDC guidelines and isolate before returning to  
on-site work.

DAILY SCREENING
Contactless thermometers will be at designated entrances for students, faculty/staff and 
guests. All students and faculty/staff will be screened for fever upon arrival each day. Those 
who have a temperature of 100.4 degrees Fahrenheit will be sent home and will not be  
allowed on campus. Protocols will be in place for any contact tracing that may be needed.
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FACE COVERINGS 
All students and faculty/staff must wear cloth face coverings while on campus. Exceptions 
include: eating lunch and physical education activities outside where students can be more 
than six feet apart from each other. In addition, athletes and coaches must follow masking  
procedures.

INCREASED AIR EXCHANGE 
As we have been commissioning the buildings for students returning to school air handlers 
have been set to maximize outside fresh air and minimize recycled air. Additionally, we are 
opening available doors in certain areas to increase air flow. 

DAILY DISINFECTING OF THE CAMPUS 
We have been working closely with our long term partners to 

ensure we have the tools, staff, and supplies required to ensure  
we can properly disinfect the campus on a regular basis.   
We have a routine in place to provide nightly disinfecting  

of every classroom. Additionally, we have healthy 
reserves of product and equipment on-site to ensure 

we can continue this process even if 
there are any temporary supply issues.   

CLASSROOMS 
Classrooms will be outfitted with sanitizer, 

disinfecting/cleaning wipes for use during the day. 
These do not replace handwashing, however these 

are good practices when handwashing is not possible.  
As we are planning on having lunch in the classrooms 

we have a plan in place to service the rooms.  

SECURITY CAMERAS
We have upgraded our security camera system  

and will be monitoring the hallways and other  
common areas especially where students would  

ordinarily congregate.

HEALTH AND 
S A F E T Y
MEASURES (continued)

4



SAFETY OF
SPACES

SOCIAL DISTANCING 
Student desks will be placed in a staggered pattern to ensure social distancing from each 
other in all directions. Until such time as COVID-19 is no longer a threat, student desks will 
not be allowed to be in small groups, pods, facing each other, etc.  Additional locations on 
campus are being utilized as instructional venues i.e. library, chapel, Ryan Hall, gyms, and the 
Commons.  Unique utilization of the science labs have been developed to maximize their use 
in compliance with social distancing requirements.  Certain classes have been combined to 
accommodate our students under the guidelines.  

BLOCK DAYS
In order to limit the movement and exposure of our students and teachers, we are moving to 
an exclusive A/B Block Day schedule (see page #9 for details)

ONE WAY HALLWAYS
When students are moving to class and between classes, one way hallways will be in effect 
to minimize facing interactions. These hallway designations will be denoted by signs as well as 
Deans/Hallway monitors. 

PASSING PERIODS 
In order to provide students and teachers with ample time to move between classes, passing 
periods will be extended to 10 minutes between classes. 

LUNCHES 
To minimize movement in the building 

and to maintain social distancing, 
students will be required to eat lunches 

in their classrooms. Furthermore, 
food service will not be available. 

Students must bring their own lunch to 
school each day, and there will be no 
microwaves or refrigerators available.
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D A I L Y
OPERATIONS

CAMPUS CLINIC AND NURSE STATION
Bishop Gorman High School will continue to support students with acute and chronic health 
conditions though our Registered Nurse in the Health Clinic.  Isolation and personal protective 
equipment (PPE) standards will be utilized by the Nurse and in the Health Office as currently 
directed by the CDC.   Short-term, medically-related absences, will be handled on a 
case-by-case basis with the student in communication with the Attendance Office and the 
Nurse. Long-term absences will be evaluated if criteria are appropriate for medical leave or 
other potential medical accommodations. In order to prevent potential exposure to 
infectious diseases, promote isolation, and decrease office congestion, the student will stay in 
the classroom for in-person evaluation and treatment by the Nurse in accordance with  
HIPAA and FERPA guidelines. Emergency situations on campus will be managed as  
appropriate through the 911 system. 

ACADEMIC ASSESSMENT
Assessments for students who are in-person and who are online will measure student success 
on the same objectives, units, and outcomes. They will be equal in value as related to grades 
and the gradebook. However, we would note that assessments may vary by department and 
may vary between in-class and at-home. All assessments will be designed to ensure that they 
both measure student success and protect academic integrity. As teachers are unable to 
monitor students at home while simultaneously supervising students in class, at-home  
assessments may necessarily take on a form that is a summative demonstration of learning as 
opposed to traditional quizzing and testing.

ATHLETICS/EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
Athletic practices, competition and extracurricular activities will be guided by the 
requirements of the NIAA and CCSD.  Students must physically be in attendance at school 
in order to participate in any practices or competitions.  Bishop Gorman club meetings must 
take place online for the foreseeable future.  
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D A I L Y
OPERATIONS

CAMPUS STORE
The Campus Store will be open to students, parents, and faculty/staff with new restrictions, 
limited hours and social distancing requirements. Visitors must follow school screening  
procedures and social distancing protocols. 

DRINKING FOUNTAINS
We have decommissioned all drinking fountains to avoid potential cross contamination.  We
have installed contactless water dispensers in place of these drinking fountains and are  
working with contractors/suppliers to have more retrofits/conversions put in place.  

EARLY DROP OFF/LATE STAY 
Due to COVID-19, students will no longer be permitted to arrive on campus early and  
congregate in the Commons. Any students arriving prior to the 7:25am screening check-in 
must remain in their car until the screening begins. Furthermore, after school, students must  
immediately vacate the campus unless they are under the direct supervision of a teacher or 
coach. Staggered dismissal will help to prevent congregating of students. 

EXTRA HELP/GAELS PERIOD
Due to COVID-19, GAELS Period will not be available during the 2020-2021 school year.  
Students may seek extra help from their teachers through scheduling an appointment during 
the approved extra help time from 1:30pm to 2:00pm.

MASS AND GENERAL ASSEMBLIES 
Assemblies and all school Masses will be discontinued until the State permits large gatherings.  

STUDENT ARRIVAL/DROP OFF
All students must be screened for temperature prior to entering the campus each day. 
Student screening will begin at 7:25am in the following locations: main breezeway entrance 
(for those dropped off and the senior parking lot), the ATC, activities foyer, north 500 wing 
entrance (junior parking lot). All students must enter the campus through one of these four 
locations. 

RESTROOM USE 
Restrooms will be cleaned and disinfected throughout the day.  Students, 

faculty and staff are reminded to practice proper hygiene and wash 
their hands for at least 20 seconds with hot water after each usage.  

VISITORS TO CAMPUS
Visitors to campus will be discouraged and will be received only in 

case of necessity. Parent meetings and other meetings will be 
conducted virtually when possible. Access to campus will be 

limited to currently enrolled students and faculty/staff as much 
as possible. Visitors that must come on campus will be 

required to screen for a temperature, must wear cloth face 
coverings at all times and be escorted to the meeting location. 

All visits will be logged. 

(continued)
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P O S I T I V E
COVID-19
DIAGNOSIS
Bishop Gorman will take the following steps should a student or faculty/staff member have 
a positive COVID-19 diagnosis. Please note that these measures may be modified to remain 
current with CDC and/or state mandates.  

• The student or faculty/staff member will remain in isolation at home for a minimum of 
14 days since symptoms have first appeared AND 24 hours have passed since recovery. 
Recovery is defined as resolution of fever without the use of fever-reducing medications 
and improvement in respiratory symptoms (e.g. cough, shortness of breath).

• Pursuant to the policies of the CDC, SNHD, and the DoLV, others who may have been 
exposed will be required to quarantine at home for 14 days and remain asymptomatic. 

• All areas in which the affected individual was located will receive additional sanitizing 
and sterilization. 
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Students, faculty and staff will be required to stay home if they are sick or have been in close 
contact with someone who has COVID-19. If a student presents COVID-19 symptoms while 
on campus the following measures will be taken:

• Temperature and symptoms will be checked outside of the office with brief triage to ensure 
correct isolation or care provided for each student.

• Student will be placed for continued assessment and treatment in a stand-alone isolation 
room, away from the triage area and Health Clinic, if presenting with high risk COVID-19 
symptoms in order to wait for immediate pick up from parent/guardian.

• Separate personal protective equipment will be donned for use in each specific health 
clinic area.



EDUCATIONAL

PLANS
OPTION 1: ON CAMPUS FULL TIME

Bishop Gorman has been working to create a plan in which all students can return to school 
five days a week. The school has carefully analyzed safety protocols and spacing requirements 
in our current classrooms as well as identified additional spaces on campus that can be used 
for classroom instruction.

In order to provide in-person instruction five days a week, we created a plan that minimizes 
movement throughout the day and reduces the number of hours in school per day. Note that 
the classroom contact hours will still meet the state requirements of 60 hours per semester class.

When a holiday or inservice day occurs, the students will come back to the next appropriate 
day in the sequence. For example, if the Labor Day holiday would be a Blue Day, then the 
Tuesday immediately after Labor Day would now be a Blue Day. 

The schedule would be as follows:
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EDUCATIONAL

PLANS
OPTION 2: DISTANCE LEARNING

At this time, we have identified at least three categories of students who will need to learn from 
home while the rest of the school is in session (the schedule is the same as on page 9):

 
1. Students who receive a positive COVID-19 diagnosis
2. Students who must quarantine due to a potential COVID-19 exposure
3. Students who have preexisting conditions or who are uncomfortable returning to campus  

(a semester long commitment)
 

In order to accommodate these students, Bishop Gorman will provide live streaming of at least 
portions of all classes for students who are at home. In this manner, they will be able to receive 
the direct instruction from the teacher as well as have limited audio to hear class comments 
and discussions. Remote engagement, including questions and potential small group work, will 
be facilitated through iPad aps and the Google Suite. We would note that the live streaming 
and remote participation cannot fully achieve the same goals as in-person instruction.  
Nevertheless, it will allow our students to remain current with their educational studies and to 
have synchronous engagement with the class. 

(continued)
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