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SULL AND ASSOCIATES, PLLC  
520 South Seventh Street, Suite A 

Las Vegas, NV 89101  
www.sullglobal.com  

(702)953-9500  
 
July 10, 2020  
 
Via Email Only 
 
Dear AFOD Mercardo and Assistant Warden Lauer: 
 
As you are aware, I traveled to Pahrump yesterday to visit my clients at the Nevada 
Southern Detention Center. We’ve been in communication about this visit since this 
past Monday, July 6, 2020. After an extensive email chain between you, Assistant 
Warden Lauer, Officer Kutz, Officer Sapp, SDDO Cantrell and myself, it was rather 
painfully arranged that I would visit my clients, in person, at the detention center. 
Instead of speaking with my clients over a secured phone line, as was previously 
arranged by AW Lauer and mandated by the ICE Handbook 2020 (which you 
shared), you suggested that I visit in person. However, you also stated that any 
clients “housed in the medical unit, arrangements will be made by ICE on a case-by-
case basis while considering the totality of the circumstances.” I agreed to do the in 
person visit. 

You did not explain what is encompassed in your “totality of the 
circumstances,” nor did you respond when I directly asked you to both explain this 
concept, as well as to confirm my request to see each client, in person, on my list. 
After your lack of response to either confirm my visit and/or to respond to my email, 
my associate emailed twice more, prior to your end of day, to confirm the visit. 
Eventually, you responded: “The facility will accommodate an in person visit 
at the Detention Center. After each detainee the visiting area will be cleaned and 
sanitized in accordance with CDC guidance. In order to speak with a client while 
they are housed in the medical unit, arrangements will be made by ICE on a 
case-by-case basis while considering the totality of the circumstances.” (Emphasis 
added.) However, neither event occurred. The facility DID NOT accommodate 



 2 

the in person visit and ICE DID NOT arrange or discuss contact with my 
one client in the medical unit! 

Upon arrival to the facility, I was informed that I would not be meeting 
with any of the clients on my list. Again, this is the same list that the facility and 
ICE has had since this past Monday! After the enormous waste of time spent 
emailing back and forth and getting little to no response from ICE, no one informed 
my office that I would not be able to visit any of my clients, in person, as requested 
and confirmed! It was an obvious game play that is in no way appreciated, 
respected, and continues to document ICE’s apparent goal of blocking attorney-
client access and confidentiality. The less clients have access to representation, the 
easier it is to get rid of them or to let them rot within your diseased walls. 

I was told by CoreCivic staff that all of my clients, minus two in medical and 
four in segregation, were in “cohort” status. That is, they were being quarantined, 
but were not in medical. Considering the rapid spread of disease throughout this 
facility, that is not shocking. What is shocking is that after all of the communication 
that has taken place this week, you still made sure to waste more of my time by 
intentionally blocking access to my clients while knowing that I was driving over an 
hour and a half, back and forth, to the facility. The guidelines you put forward 
stated either secured phone lines (you refused) or in person visitation, with some 
unknown variable of “totality of the circumstances,” for clients in medical. While I 
am sure you would like to bully in the option, which I was forced to use, of front 
lobby, public, and un-secured video conferencing with inmates, you know, as well as 
I do, that these conversations are not confidential, potentially recorded, and in no 
way efficient, particularly when there is an interpreter/private investigator present. 

As I’m sure you are aware, I was not pleased by this blatent violation of 
attorney-client access and confidentiality. Assistant Warden Lauer, herself, came 
out to speak to me, but she was mute as to the “totality of the circumstances” 
standard and defiant of her employee’s lack of information and confusion that she 

caused by not supplying them with vital information needed to make our prior 
arranged phone calls easier and more efficient. I informed her that I requested that 
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you, AFOD Mercardo, email me as to which clients I was not able to see and why. 
She told me that you were aware that I would not see these clients in person. There 
has been no communication from you or your office up to this time. 

So as not waste further time, I spent 10 hours in the open lobby of this 
facility intending to have some sort of communication with my clients. One of 
which, I had no communication as he was in medical and no one(!) would discuss 
this further. Guards walked in and out, without properly using their facemasks… 
i.e. nose exposed or just hanging the mask on their chin. I also viewed officers 
having their badges turned inside out so that they could not be identified. Other 
attorneys walked in and out and I and my interpreter/investigator were attempting 
to use your video system with one phone receiver. It was a completely inefficient 
system. There is no privacy in this setting. No attorney-client privilege. There is 
also no excuse. ICE has been aware of the spread of this virus since March and we 
are now in July and you still do not have a work around so as not to continually 
violate our client’s due process rights? It’s unjustifiable. As to blocking all access 
to my client in medical, it is also a violation of federal law. Please feel free to 
review the recent federal district court’s ruling as to Adelanto Detention Center in 
California, https://www.aclusocal.org/sites/default/files/dkt._144_-_order_on_tro.pdf, 
and be aware that just because this isn’t Adelanto, it does not mean that you are 
above the law. 

Sincerely, 
 

    

 

 
      Hardeep Sull, Esq. 

 
CC:  U.S. Senator Catherine Cortez Masto 
 U.S. Senator Jacky Rosen 
 U.S. Representative Susie Lee 
 U.S. Representative Steven Horsford 
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 U.S. Representative Dina Titus 
 Governor Steve Sisolak 
 Nevada Attorney General Aaron Ford 


