
  

 

  

The Back Story Part II 
 

The following is part 2 of our series of the ‘back story’. We know when this story is 
released there will be denials and finger pointing. But truth always find a way to see the 
light of day.  
 

AB2 and NSEA, ESEA, and Governor Sisolak  
 

Two days before Governor Sisolak issued his proclamation for a Special Session and set his 

agenda, CCSD stated they did not want the issue of carryover dollars on the agenda for the 

Special Session. But the Governor kept it on. NSEA and Education Support Employees 

Association (ESEA) have made no secret that they have been trying to get Governor Sisolak to 

pay support staff who are on 9 or 10 month salary contracts either unemployment or an 

extended salary. Governor Sisolak indicated he would support AB2 if CCSD would pay the 

support staff. Dr. Jara wanted no part of it. The problem is this: CCSD would have to literally 

pay unemployment (because they are self-funded and it would not come from the State). In 

short, CCSD doesn’t have the money. So where would that money come from? Carryover 

dollars from AB2 could be a source. Two days before the July 11th AB2 hearing there was still 



an effort to use carryover dollars for unemployment for support staff. When CCEA learned on 

July 9th of the possible use of carryover dollars for support staff we made clear we would not 

support that. So when the AB2 hearing took place Dr. Jara spoke neutral on the bill and stated 

publicly that CCSD did not want this legislation. 

 

So why did the Governor take Dr. Jara on publicly? And why was Superintendent Ebert part of 

that? Was it really about integrity and honesty or politics? First off, Dr. Jara is not a politician. 
He is an educator. And in the political arena he has made one too many missteps when he has 

spoken out, including the AB2 hearing. As a result, Dr. Jara is an easy punching bag and an 

irritant for Governor Sisolak- especially when he would not support the use of carryover dollars 

to pay support staff unemployment. Dr. Jara has been public about our school district being 

underfunded. During the Special Session he was very public in pointing out that the latest 

round of cuts the State passed would be devastating to our most disadvantaged students. 

Calling Dr. Jara a liar in public deflects criticism of those cuts. And Ebert? She’s Sisolak’s hire. 

Again- Dr. Jara becomes the fall guy because of a political spat. 

 

What then follows is that three CCSD Trustees make Dr. Jara the most important issue to the 

school district. Not 320,000 kids and 40,000 staff and how we provide education with a 

distance learning model under COVID-19 with LESS funds as a result of State cuts. But no, 

they buy into this false narrative that Dr. Jara has lied and damaged CCSD’s relationship with 

the Governor and Legislators. Since when was there ever a good relationship with Carson 
City and CCSD? Never. Three Trustees, led by Ford, proceed with the calling for Dr. Jara’s 

termination- fueled by the faction that leads the administrators union working directly with Ford. 

 

Ford and NEA-SN 

 

Ford has made no secret in her relationship with a small group of cheerleaders who sit in the 

peanut gallery at school board meetings, supporting her agenda. She is backing two of their 

candidates. Lisa Guzman, who hid from the public in the primary that she works for NSEA and 

is the Executive Director of ESEA, and Alexis Salt. Last August 22nd at a School Board 

meeting at Liberty High School with over 1200 angry teachers attending, Alexis Salt acted out 

‘fire in a crowded theatre’ when she falsely told trustees she was being threatened. The 

moment Salt made this false claim, the Trustees suspended the meeting- but after she spoke 



 

and then used that moment in her campaign as a ‘fighter for educators’. Over 1200 teachers 

showed up demanding CCSD pay their salary increase or they would go on strike-but there is 

more. NEA-SN and NSEA both publicly came out against CCSD teachers striking to win their 

contract. In fact, NSEA and Salt encouraged teachers to scab if there was a strike. CCEA 

members should also not forget that NSEA and NEA lost a court battle with CCEA when we 

won our independence from NEA/NSEA and the Court ordered the release of $4.1 million of 

dues money back to union members. NSEA/NEA has prevented members from receiving that 
money in their futile appeal before the Nevada Supreme Court because they want that dues 

money. Ford, NEA-SN and Alexis Salt have both come out in favor of firing Dr. Jara with 

Guzman quietly supporting it. This is no coincidence- it is an agenda. 

 

And the End Game  
 

A political spat between the Governor and Dr. Jara dealing with school carryover dollars leads 

to where we are today. Sisolak wanted to use them for other purposes of a political nature and 

Dr. Jara wanted no part of it. Dr. Jara is sloppy in the way he handles it and becomes an easy 

target and publicly called a liar. Ford seizes the opportunity to call for his firing for her own self-

serving agenda and she is aided by a faction running the Administrators union whose agenda 

is aligned with hers- get rid of Jara and leave principals with more power and influence. 

Reckless and irresponsible are the only words that can describe their actions. 

 
There are level headed Trustees on the Board who know their responsibility is to 320,000 

students, 40,000 staff and the Southern Nevada Community. We trust that they will make the 

right decision. Then it will be up to the voters in November to make the next decision on who 

we elect to our school board. Legislators in 2021 will also have an opportunity to restore the 

cuts, invest in education, and fund our schools adequately. After all, that is what Dr. Jara has 

been saying since he arrived. If he is guilty of anything, it is that. So Trustees if you fire him for 

anything, fire him for that. 

 

The CCEA Team  
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