
March 16th, 2020 

 

Dear Mayor Goodman and City Council,  

 

The Nevada Housing Rights Coalition (NHRC) urge state and local governments to take swift 

action to protect the health of Nevadans experiencing homelessness in the wake of the COVID-

19 epidemic.  

 

On any given night, Nevada is home to 7,619 people experiencing homelessness, and more than 

half (53%) are unsheltered due to limited shelter and housing resources. Many of these 

individuals are at high risk of contracting COVID-19 and often have compounding disabilities. 

Living in crowded shelter facilities or in unsheltered locations with poor access to necessary 

sanitation increases their vulnerability to this illness. Recently, Nevada’s largest cities have 

adopted policies targeting our most vulnerable residents that, if enforced, will exacerbate this 

public health crises making transmission impossible to contain.  

 

State and local governments should follow the lead of other states that are utilizing emergency 

funding to place unsheltered individuals and families into vacant hotels and motels and in trailers 

in key locations. Additional emergency funding should be used to immediately open unused 

properties to shelter people indoors with access to sanitation facilities, in order to reduce the 

crowding in emergency shelters.   

 

The NHRC calls on municipalities in Clark County to immediately place a moratorium on 

enforcement of any ban on camping. People who feel unwell should not be forced into crowded 

shelters or sanctioned encampments under fear of arrest or citation.  

We further call on municipalities in Clark and Washoe County to immediately halt  the clearing 

and disposal of tents and other sheltering materials to ensure that unhoused people do not lose 

what may be their only present means to self-quarantine and practice social distancing.  

 

The NHRC further calls for a state-wide moratorium on evictions. Nevada has one of the fastest 

eviction processes in the country and one of the highest rent burdened populations. Over 200,000 

Nevada families are one emergency away from not being able to meet rent. Forcing people to go 

to court to respond to an eviction notice endangers the heath of these families, landlords, court 

staff, attorneys, and by extension our communities. With the financial distress our community is 

already facing as a result of mass layoffs and drastic reduction in hourly work and tips, families 

should not lose the homes we so desperately need them to stay in. Nevada is facing a 

homelessness and housing crisis that will be exasperated by an increase in evictions. We urge 

immediate action to halt all eviction proceedings, as many states such as Delaware, Kentucky, 

New York, Massachusetts, and Minnesota have already done. 

 
Our coalition has access to a wide array of resources to assist you in making the best possible 

decisions during this crisis. Please do not hesitate to contact Emily Paulsen of Nevada Homeless 

Alliance in Clark County at emily@nevadahomelessalliance.org or Holly Welborn of the ACLU of 

Nevada in Washoe County at welborn@aclunv.org. 

 

Sincerely,  

The NV Housing Rights Coalition 


